
Classroom language 
 
I. CLASSROOM LOGISTICS 
 

1. Furniture / Equipment 
 Put the chairs down; before you leave, don’t forget to put the chairs on the tables. 
 Don’t pull the chairs, carry them.  
 Sit somewhere where you can see the video clearly.  
 Have you got something to write with (pencils, color pens...)?  
 Switch off / on the light ; turn on / off the light.  
 Could you : clean the board / open or close the door or the window.  
 Could you draw back the curtain; could you close the curtain? 
 Pick up the litter and put it in the bin.  

 

2. Distributing material 
 Could I have a volunteer to hand out... 
 Pass round the handouts, the photocopies... ; take one and pass the rest round.  
 Are there any spare handouts? Pass one to X, please.  
 Who doesn’t have a handout yet? 
 Can you collect the sheets, please? 
 Can you get this finished by Friday, please? 
 I want this finished by 10 o’clock / by the end of the week / by next Friday... 
 Open your textbook / notebook ; put your notebook away.  
 Now, please, hand in your work / exercise / paper / task sheet to me.  
 Leave the work on the desk before you leave.  
 Do it in rough; just write rough notes.  

 

3. Organizing group or pair work 
 Today, I want you to work in pairs / trios / quartets / small groups.  
 Choose a spokesperson or / and a secretary.  
 Find a partner; ask if you need help.  

 
II. PHASES OF THE LESSON  
 

1. Starting the session 
 Good morning / afternoon! 
 Calm down / settle down; please, sit down and be quiet.  
 I need to know if someone’s missing; is there anyone missing? 
 Who is in charge of the register / class record book? 

 

2. Reviewing the work of the previous lesson 
 Can I have your attention, please?  
 First of all, let’s recap the work we did last week / on Monday... 
 Can anyone tell me what we were looking at / dealing with / doing, last session? 
 Let’s see what you can remember about what we covered last lesson.  
 Can anyone remind us of the key points of the last lesson? 
 Can anyone sum up what we studied last time? 
 What do you call.....? ? What is the definition of....? 

 

3. Establishing the overall aims of the lesson 
 Today, we’re going to work on.  
 Today, I want to give you the opportunity to practise... 
 I’m going to put the main things we’re going to cover on the board.  
 By the end of today’s lesson, I would like everyone to have understood... 

 

4. Making the different phases explicit to the pupils 
 In the first part of the lesson, we’re going to ... then... 
 Now, let’s move on to..... / OK, then... 
 Now that you’ve worked through ..., let’s think about... 
 Now, bearing in mind the points / ideas you’ve come up (within your groups).  
 What I want you to do now is... 

 

5. Giving instructions for homework 
 For homework, could you complete / read / make notes on... 



 If possible, get on to the Internet and see what you can find out about... 
 Hand / bring your homework on Friday, please / to the lesson on Friday, please.  
 Note in your diary the work for... 
 Go over your lesson for... 
 Right. Well, that’s all for today ; put away your things ; see you next week.  

 
III. CONTROLLING BEHAVIOUR 
 

1. Focusing attention 
 Is everyone listening? 
 Everyone pay attention. This is important.  
 Look at the board ; turn round.  
 Put your pens down and look this way.  
 Pay close attention to the material on... 

 

2. Setting the pace 
 You’ve got 5 minutes... to do this.  
 Speed up a bit now.  
 Time’s nearly up.  

 

3. Dealing with too much noise 
 Settle down everyone.  
 Let’s have some peace and quiet now.  
 Stop chatting / talking now.  
 Is there a problem over there? 

 
IV. WORKING WITH SOURCE MATERIALS, HANDOUTS AND TASK SHEETS 
 

1. Giving instructions about exercises and tasks 
 Turn to page 12.  
 Discuss question 2 with your partner / your group.  
 In your group, I’d like you to brainstorm.  
 Record your ideas in note-form and report back to the whole class in ten minutes.  
 Read the text carefully and then... 
 Underline / highlight the...; fill in the blanks.  
 Circle the words and phrases that... 
 Just put down your answers in note-form.  
 Try to answer in full sentences / Write 4 sentences about... 
 To build up a map / a sketch-map.  
 To draw a table, a graph.  

 
2. Eliciting a response from pupils 

 Look carefully at the picture / graph / map / diagram. What does it tell us about...? 
 Can anyone comment on the document? 
 What can we learn from this source material about...? 
 What is significant about...? What do you notice about...? 
 I’d like you to compare... with... 
 Can anyone give me an example of...? 

 

3. Responding to pupil’s input 
 Good! Yes - that’s right. 
 No, not quite; anyone else? 
 Yes, you’re almost there, but... 
 Yes, that’s correct but can you develop your ideas a bit more? Can you be more precise? Can you 

explain in more details? 
 Can you give us some evidence to support your opinion? 
 Are you really being unbiased here? 

 
4. Commenting on work in writing 

 Irrelevant (in the margin of a student’s written response) 
 Too vague; excellent; well-argued.  
 A well-structured argument.  
 Good - thorough and detailed work - Well done. 


